in psychiatric patients. Recent investigative and surgical procedures are discussed. The symposium dealt essentially with structural back pain; Professor Hitchcock draws attention to the need to consider the whole diagnostic field. Professor Jayson also emphasizes the need for specific diagnosis and quite rightly states that this is where the future lies for the management of mechanical back problems.
Much recent work has confused rather than simplified our understanding of diabetes, which is why many chapters in this book catalogue experimental findings rather than provide stories supported by data. The chosen topics will interest both researchers and clinicians; contributions are fully referenced with modern source material, making them invaluable to other workers in the field. The excellent account of the aetiology of diabetes highlights the confusion still surrounding immunological aspects, while the chapter on defining diabetes brings out the arbitrary nature of our definitions. Receptors are well covered but poorly understood, though the entero-insular axis is now in slightly better shape. Several authors tackle catecholamines and the autonomic nervous system from various standpoints, and if readers are confused it is probably not the fault of the contributors. There is a first-class chapter on methods of achieving better diabetic control but the jargon-laden contribution on child psychology is disappointing, perhaps reflecting scanty good work in this area. Neuropathy is getting more complicated, while platelets and clotting are no simpler, few areas being so densely packed with conflicting observations. Incomprehensibly, bone and mineral metabolism are covered with hardly a mention of magnesium, while the short but sound account of diabetic pregnancy includes an evaluation of the L: S ratio that is out of line with current obstetric thought. There is little else to take issue with in this excellent book, though it is surely provocative to claim that the pathological changes in the retinal vessels are often comparable in severity to the other vascular complications of diabetes. This monograph gives, a comprehensive review of metabolic acidosis in health and disease and will be of importance to all who are interested in metabolic disease. It is not, however, restricted to narrow specialty interests as it contains' information important to general physicians, endocrinologists, pharmacologists, obstetricians, paediatricians and physiologists. A total of 26 experts have contributed to the text: 2 Britons, 2 Danes, and the remainder from the USA. There are especially good reviews of starvation, diabetic ketoacidosis and lactic acidosis. The differential diagnosis of acidosis in the neonate and in young children is ably reviewed, but many of the conditions dealt with are extremely rare and the numbers described seem to be insufficient to give any useful information of their prognosis.
A minor criticism is that, whilst'SI units are mainly used, the older nomenclature occasionally occurs, especially in plasma glucose values. Some of the reviews cannot be regarded as easy reading, and in fact the reader is often assumed to be a semi-expert on the subject before starting each chapter. Readers may possibly sympathize with preclinical medical students, who often find that biochemistry is the most difficult academic hurdle at this stage of their education. repair, antigens in tumours and tumour-directed immune responses. Part C deals with membrane function, stem cells, growth factors, drug resistance, gene transfer in animal cells, cytogenetics and aspects of gnotobiotics. The wide range of topics is matched by the diverse treatment that they receive. The reader will find what amounts to little more than brief abstracts through to more extended contributions which tend to fall into one of two categories: those which concentrate almost exclusively on the author's own investigations and a minority where an attempt at a general resume is made. There is also a good
